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T crave, Sir, your Indulgence on this imperfece
Account, and am, with all poffibic Refpect,

S IR,
Dean-fireet Sobs, Marck 8.
'1749-50, 2our mof humble, and

moft obedient Servant,
Daniel Peter Layarde
XV,

The Reverend Mr. Roger Pickering, F. R. S

20 the Preflident, concerning the fame.

Aidermanbury, March 8. 1749-50.

SIR,
Read March 8. HE Earthquake this Morning,
174950 which happen’d at fo carly an

Hour as to furprifc moft People in their Sleep, I had
all the Opportunitics imaginable of obicrving to as
much Exacnefs as Phaenomena of this Nature cat
be; and theretore do mf"fcif the Honour to prefent
you with this e:rly Inteliigence.

About a Quarter after § I was lying in Bed awake,
and under the Compofure which onc gencrally feels
upon recovering from a regular and retrething Sleep.
To this the Screnity of the Morning greatiy con-
tributed, as well as the gradual Increafe of Light,
which, the Shutters being open, could cafily be
perceived thro’ the lincn Furniture of the Bed and

Window-
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Window-Cuartains. I mention this Particular, be-
cauic, every Objeét in the Chamber being thus rens
der’d {ufficiently dillin&, 1 had the Opportunity of
examining the Event by the Evidence of my Evyes,
as well as that of my Ears. On a fadden I heard a
Sound like that of a Blaft of Wind; {uch a Blait
mean, as thofe we perceive in the dry windy Days,
fo frequent with us about the Equinoxes; one that,
at different Intervaly, rifes gradually to its fuli
Strength, and gradually dics off.  The Attention
this occafion’d led me very fenfibly to perceive my-
felf rais’d in my Bed (which flood N. and S.) and to
obferve, that the Motion, as I lay upon my DBack,
began on my right Sidc, and from Hcad to Foot
inclined me towards the left.

This was ncarly inftantancous with the Commence-
ment of the Blaft, and I immediately concluded it to
be an Attack of the famc kind with that on this Day
wasa Month. The Senfation Ifelr at this time was
rather folemn than terrifyings fo that I patiently lay
to obferve the following Circumftances..

The firft Shock being given, the Motion that
followed was that of a very quick Vibration; and
looking at the Curtains of the Bed, I perceived
their Motion was {imilar.  The Hinges of the Draw-
ers of a Drefling-Table on my right Hand clapp’d,
not only diftinétly, but confiderably loud; and a
Sound, fuitable to its Matcrials, came from cvery
moveable Body in the Room. The whole Shock,
ro my Judgment, laited about 10 or 12 Scconds of
Time; when, the ruthing Noife above-mention’d
having gradually dicd away, every thing was reftored
to that Calmnefs which had preccded the Event.

1 then
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I then rofe, and found by my Watch that it was
half an Hour paft s.

I am not able to judge of the comparative Force
of this Shock with that on this Day Month; for I
was then at my Hoafe on Enfield-Chace, where it
was not in the lealt perceived, nor nearer to there
(as I can lcarn) than Edmonton, which lics, ina S.E.
Diretion, about 3 Miles and a half nearer to Town.
But one of my Chimnies in Town has fuffer'd by
this Shock; and 1 am informcd that two others
have been thrown down in Monkwel/ Street and
Fewin Streer, which lie ina N. W. Diretion, from
Aldermanbury, at about X of a Mile Diftance.

I think, Sir, I have fomewhere found it obferved
by the antient Naturah[’ts, that Earthquakes ufually.
tho’ not conftantly, happen in the Spring and Au-
tumn; and the Principle they go upen gives fome
Credit to their Obfervation,  However, this induced
me to look over my Minutes of fuch Earthquakes
with us as have come¢ to my Knowlege fince the
Middle of the laft Century. Thete 1 found as tol-
fows viz.

19 Jan. 1665 6 at Oxford - - about 6 Even.
17 Sept. 1683 at ditto - - about 7 Morn,
9 O¢Z. ditto thro’ the Midl¢ Counties about 11 Night,
In London, and Parts
ajjacent, and in the
Englfy Camp in
1‘[’;”[/"75
28 Dec. 5703 In the N. of England about § Even.
In London, and ubout
7 Milesround, &from}about 121 p.o.
privateHandsat Ca/ars
8 M.irchk

8 8ept.16924° about 2 p. .

g February
1749-50.
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In London, whete
8 March, ditto{ elfe, at prefent » about §2 Morn.

unknown,

Out of thefe {even Inftances, you will perceive,
Sir, that 3 have happen’d in the Autumn, 2 in
Spring, and 2 in December and Fanuary ; {o that
the Balance in Favour of the ancient Obfervations
isas § to 2. I beg Leave alfo to obferve, that of
thefe, the 2 in the Spring are thofe we have fo
lately felt, and thofe, after the openeft Winter, and
in the warmeft Spring, that our Country, poflibly,
ever knew. How far this Obfervation may be ap-
plicable to adjuft the Caufe of the two late Earth-
quakes, it would be impertinent in me, to offer
to you. ‘

You will pleafe, however, to excufe me, Sir, if
I take the Liberty of my Funéion to obferve, that,
however obvious, in general, the fecondary Caufes
of thefe Phenomena may be; there is fomething
fo peculiarly affeting, fo ftriking, in thefe folemn
Struggles of Nature, as irrefiftibly fuggefts to the
Mind the unfpeakable Grandeur and Majefty of God,
and arifes in full Evidence of the Exiftence, Wifdom,
and Power, of the Lorp of NATURE.

It is, Sir, with very great Efteem that I take the
Honour of being,

SIR,

Lour moft obedient humble Servant,

R, Pickering,

L11l XVI,



